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Vicodin is a brand name for a combination prescription medication used to relieve moderate
to moderately severe pain.

@ Key Facts About Vicodin

Feature Description

Active Hydrocodone (an opioid analgesic/narcotic) and Acetaminophen (a
Ingredients non-opioid pain reliever and fever reducer).

Primary Use Relief of moderate to moderately severe pain.

Drug Class Opioid/Non-opioid analgesic combination.

Vicodin and its generic equivalents (Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen) are
Controlled typically classified as a Schedule Il controlled substance in the United
Substance States due to the high potential for abuse and severe dependence
(psychological and physical).

Forms/Strengths | Ayailable in oral tablets and sometimes oral solution/elixir, with
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Feature Description

varying ratios of hydrocodone to acetaminophen.

/A Important Warnings

Abuse and Dependence: Hydrocodone is an opioid and has a high potential for
abuse, misuse, and addiction, which can lead to overdose and death.

Respiratory Depression: Opioids can cause serious or life-threatening slowed or
stopped breathing, especially when starting the medication or increasing the dose.

Liver Damage (Hepatotoxicity): The acetaminophen component can cause acute
liver failure, which can be fatal, especially if taken in high doses, by individuals with
underlying liver disease, or with alcohol. Prescription products containing
acetaminophen now typically have a maximum of 325 mg per dosage unit.

Interactions: It should be used with extreme caution with other Central Nervous
System (CNS) depressants, such as alcohol, benzodiazepines, and other sedatives, as
this combination can increase the risk of severe sedation, respiratory depression,
coma, and death.

<{? common Side Effects

Common side effects often include:

Drowsiness or sleepiness
Dizziness or lightheadedness
Nausea and vomiting
Constipation

Stomach pain

Fuzzy thinking

(D Note on Vicodin Availability

While "Vicodin" is a well-known brand name, some specific formulations have been
discontinued in the U.S. market. However, its generic equivalent,
hydrocodone/acetaminophen, is widely available and used.




